
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 3 
Key People & Terms From Matthew 3 
 

Pharisees -  “A laymen's fellowship, popular with the common people and connected to local synagogues, chiefly 
characterized by adherence to extensive extrabiblical traditions, which they rigorously obeyed as a means of applying the 
law to daily life (ESV Study Bible).”  Pharisees were zealous to keep the laws of Moses and often find themselves as Jesus’ 
chief opponents in the Gospels. 

 
Sadducees - “A small group who derived their authority from the activities of the temple. They were removed from the common 
people by aristocratic and priestly influence as well as by their cooperation with Rome's rule” (ESV Study Bible). Sadducees 
typically did not believe in some of the more supernatural elements of Judaism - ex: the resurrection of the dead, angels & 
demons.  

 
John The Baptist - John was related to Jesus through Mary’s relatives Zachariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1).  He was a bold and 
strange figure.  “John's appearance (camel hair) would have evoked images of prophecies about "Elijah," who was to return to 
prepare the way for God's wrathful appearance (cf. 2 Kings 1:8; Mal. 3:1; 4:5-6). John's garments were common to nomadic 
desert dwellers and thus were associated with poorer people. Locusts and wild honey were not an unusual source of food for 
people living in the desert. The desert locust is a large grasshopper, still eaten today by poorer people in the Middle East 
and Africa.” (ESV Study Bible).  Leviticus 11:20-23 permits eating such insects.  His lifestyle visibly demonstrates that he has 
rejected the luxuries of life. Though John appears here and then a few other times in the Gospels before his early execution, 
(Matthew 14) his ministry was widely successful and far reaching - beyond what we read in the gospels alone. (ex: Acts 19). 

 
Kingdom of Heaven - The expression “Kingdom of Heaven” is typically religious language of the Jewish people. found only in 
Matthew's gospel (33x), “Kingdom of Heaven” is interchangeable with the expression “Kingdom of God”, which is found in the 
other Gospels (cp 19:23-24, Mk 10:24-25, Lk 19: 24-25). Matthew's “Kingdom of Heaven'' reflects the Hebrew expression malkut 
samayim, found abundantly in Jewish literature. A feeling of reverence & a desire to not blaspheme inadvertently the name of 
God (Ex. 20:7) led the Jews at an early day to avoid as far as possible all mention of the name of God. “Heaven” is one of 
the usual substitutions for the name of God…” (Michael Wikins, “NIV Application Commentary: Matthew”, page 132). The 
Kingdom of Heaven/God is the phrase which encapsulates the Biblical hope, rooted in the OT covenants and promises - when God 
is again king over the earth and all evil and wrong is removed. It is seen in Eden, hoped for through Abraham, Moses & David 
& dreamed of through the prophets. This is a major theme of matthew & it’s assumed the reader already knows what it means. 

 
Matthew 3:1-6 - John The Baptist’s Ministry Begins 
 
 v. 3 - quote from Isaiah 40:3 
 

John’s ministry was to prepare the people of Israel for the coming of the Messiah. He preached a message with a heavy emphasis 
on repentance and the coming judgment.  His practice of baptism (in water) was a symbol of cleansing and a new 
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beginning.  It’s also likely that his ministry location (wilderness and Jordan river, v.1 & 6) is symbolic of Israel’s own 
journey from wilderness to promised land. 

 
“John’s message seems to have taken hold of every stratum of Israel. But they do not go out just to watch a show. It was no 
easy matter to go into the desert, especially for city dwellers. But, gripped by his startling declaration of the nearness of 
God’s kingdom, they demonstrate their repentance by ‘confessing their sins’”. (Wilkins, page 134) 

 
Matthew 3:7-12 - John’s Message 
 

John “calls for the people to get themselves ready - to prepare their heart and life - for the arrival of the coming one with 
the king of heaven. In this sense, then, we can say that the kingdom of God has come near in the person of Jesus, but the full 
manifestation of that Kingdom has not yet arrived (Wilkins, page 132).” 

 
John encouraged true repentance (μετάνοια metanoia), which begins with an internal change of mind that must be 
accompanied by observable change in behavior. 

 
Q - What was one of the excuses that John addresses in this passage that potentially would discourage someone from repenting? 
 

v. 11 - John’s baptism was also a picture of the “greater baptism” that would be done by the Messiah - a baptism in the holy 
spirit and the baptism in fire.  (This does not mean that Christians are not to be baptized because they receive the holy 
spirit).  The two baptisms of the Messiah are one of salvation (Holy Spirit) and/or one of judgment (fire).  Verses 11 and 12 
must be read together to understand the full meaning.  With the coming Messiah you are either in the barn or the bonfire 
based on your response to the message and moment. 

 
v. 12 - winnowing - a (1) : to remove (something, such as chaff) by a current of air. (2) to treat (something, such as grain) 
by exposure to a current of air so that waste matter is eliminated (Source: Merriam Webster Dictionary via m-w.com) 

 
Q - How would you characterize John’s ministry? 
Q - What challenges you personally from John’s message? 
 
Matthew 3:13-13-17 - Jesus’ Baptism 
 

Jesus is baptized by John not because he needed to repent of his sins but to serve as a transitory moment in their overlapping 
ministries, to signal the start of Jesus’ own ministry and to provide an example for Jesus’ own followers.  

 
It is also a significant moment in that God pronounces his favor and love for Jesus in this moment, alluding to Isaiah 42:1: 

 
Isaiah 42:1 - "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; 
He will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 
The LORD had not spoken directly in 400 years and now speaks once again to spotlight his Son Jesus - who will speak and 
embody the word of the God (Hebrews 1:1-2, John 1:14) 
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